
 

December 11, 2016 
 
Prelude Alethea Funck 

“Noel: Une Vierge Pucelle” (Begue/Eliot) 
“See Amid the Winter’s Snow” (Tambling) 

 
We Gather Together . . . Advent Candle Ceremony 

Jack Baker and Colleen Smith, Readers 
From Heaven Above . . . The Gift of Peace 

(by Carol Geisler ©2016 Creative Communications for the Parish) 
Reader 1: We light the third candle for God’s gift of peace.  Soon we 
will celebrate the birth of our Savior and Lord, the Prince of Peace. 
Reader 2: During this season of peace, we often create quarrels 
and strife.  Forgive us, Prince of Peace, and rule in our hearts. 
Reader 1: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who 
brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of 
happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.” 
Reader 2: The voice of your watchmen – they lift up their voice; 
together they sing for joy; for eye-to-eye they see the return of 
the Lord to Zion. 
Reader 1: Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 
Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted His people; He has redeemed 
Jerusalem. 
Reader 2: Through the death and resurrection of our Savior, our 
sins are forgiven and we have peace with God.  The angels sang 
of peace the night our Lord was born.  We, too, have a message 
of peace for the world. 
People: Unto us, on Christmas morn, Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
was born.  Angels praised the holy birth, bringing news of peace 
on earth. 

(Three candles are lit as we sing.) 
 

Joy Has Dawned 
Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory; 
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story. 
Gold – a King is born today, incense – God is with us, 
Myrrh – His death will make a way, and by His blood He’ll win us. 

(by Keith Getty/Stuart Townend ©2005 Thankyou Music  ARR, UBP) 

To Ask the Lord’s Blessing . . . Pastor Dave 
Invoking God’s Presence to Bless His People 

 
Song of Response 

Away in the Manger (#261 vs. 3) 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 

(by John Thomas McFarland) 
 

God’s Word Read Joyce Patterson 
Luke 1:5-20 (NIV) 

(Pages 1024-1025 in Black NIV Pew Bible 
& Page 855 in Blue ESV Pew Bible) 

 
Songs of Adoration  

Once in Royal David’s City (#286 vs. 1-2, 4) 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby in a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little Child. 

He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall. 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly 
Lived on earth, our Savior holy. 

And our eyes at last shall see Him thro’ His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above. 
And He leads His children on to the place where He is gone. 

(by Cecil F. Alexander) 
 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory (#259 vs. 3-4) 
Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen His natal star: 

Refrain:  Come and worship, come and worship; 
               Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending in His temple shall appear: 
(Refrain) 

(by James Montgomery) 
 

Prayers of the People Larry Funck 
 

Worship in Giving Alethea Funck – Offertory 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten, Divine Mysterium” (arr. by Rodriguez) 

Ushers today: 
Dave Sanders and Al Smith 

Children dismissed for Children’s Church (Rm. 5) 

God’s Word Read Joyce Patterson 
Luke 1:67-79 (ESV) 

(Page 1026 in Black NIV Pew Bible 
& Pages 856-857 in Blue ESV Pew Bible) 

 
God’s Word Taught Nimrod Tica 

“Don’t Lose Your Voice” 
 

Sing Praises to His Name . . .  

Love Has Come! (#256 vs. 1, 3) 
Love has come – a light in the darkness! 
Love explodes in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
Hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love! 
Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

Love has come – He never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us; 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love! 
Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love! 
Praise to You, God on high! 

(by Ken Bible©1996 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music  ARR, UBP) 

 
The First Noel (#265 vs. 6) 

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
And with His blood mankind hath bought. 

Refrain:  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
               Born is the King of Israel. 

(Traditional English Carol) 

 
He Forgets Not His Own . . . Pastor Dave 

Blessing People with God’s Promises 
 

Postlude Alethea Funck 
“O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” (setting by Culli) 

(CCLI #575345) 

Prayer for Eternal Life 
“Dear God, I confess that I have sinned many times in word and 
deed.  I humbly confess that I have broken Your law and that my sins 
have separated me from You.  Here and now, I ask Jesus Christ to be 
my Savior.  I believe that Jesus is Your only begotten Son who died 
on the cross for me and rose from the dead.  With all my heart and 
soul, I trust Jesus alone for my salvation.  Please forgive my sins, 
save me and make me a brand-new person.  These things I ask in 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK 
DECEMBER 11-18, 2016 

 
Sun. No L.I.F.@E. TIME  
 
Tues. COFFEEBREAK 9:15 AM 
  (“Deck the Halls” – Ron Schlamann) 
 
Wed. No MIDWEEK PRAYER SERVICE  
 
Thurs. MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST (McDonald’s) 6:45 AM 
 
Next Sun. WORSHIP SERVICE 9:30 AM 
 No L.I.F.@E. TIME  
 

LOOKING AHEAD 

December 25 – Christmas Service 9:30 am 
January 1 – Hymn Sing 9:30 am 
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YEAR-END GIVING 
Please consider an extra gift to Evangel before the end of the 
year to help reduce the deficit in our operating funds ($10,000 
at the end of November).  Use the Christmas Offering 
envelope included in today’s bulletin or note “Christmas 
Offering” on your church offering envelope.  Gifts must be 
received in the office by December 30 or postmarked by 
December 31, if mailed, to count as a 2016 donation. 

 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Because of the weekend schedule for Christmas, we will hold 
a Christmas Day Service at 9:30 a.m. but will not have a 
Christmas Eve Service this year.  Our Advent Candle 
readers are: Jim and Audrey Erickson (Dec. 18).  Pick up a 
copy of the Advent Devotional “From Heaven Above” on 
the table in the Fireside Room today. 

 
BIRTHDAY / ANNIVERSARY LIST 

Pick up your copy of the December birthday/anniversary list in 
the Fireside Room.  Not on the list?  Contact the church office. 

BIBLE READING GUIDES 
Our Bible Reading Guides for this year highlight key Bible 
passages.  The Nov./Dec. bookmark is in the Fireside Room. 

COFFEEBREAK 
Attention, Ladies!  This Tuesday at 9:15 a.m., we will enjoy 
time with Ron Schlamann as we “Deck the Halls” together by 
making a special project – always a highlight of the season!  
We also continue our study of Cynthia Heald’s book Becoming 
a Woman of Strength.  This is the final Coffeebreak of 2016. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
The church library bulletin board is available to post Christmas 
cards/greetings to your Evangel family.  The Christmas Board 
is available now through January.  Merry Christmas to all! 

THANK YOU 
Jennie and I were very thankful to be able to acknowledge God’s 
goodness to us in the “Faithful for Forty” celebration last 
Sunday.  We were grateful so many of our Evangel family 
members were able to be part of that special day.  Your gift to us 
of the beautiful clock imprinted in remembrance of this 
milestone in our lives will be treasured always. 

Pastor Dave 

P A U S E   T O   P R A Y 
Intercede for Bill F as he searches for new employment.  Pray 
specifically for his interviews and for his sensitivity to the Lord’s 
leading. 
Remember Doug F as he faces the end of his current 
employment this month.  Ask the Lord to give him wisdom as he 
searches for what the Lord has for his future. 
Pray for the family of Donna O, whose husband, Ken, passed 
away suddenly and unexpectedly on December 2.  Donna has 
served as an active volunteer at ECFA for many years and is the 
parent of three adult children.  Pastor Dave conducted the 
Memorial Service yesterday at Hultgren Funeral Home.  Ask the 
Lord to bring His comfort to Ken’s family during their time of grief 
and a sense of gratefulness for his life of faith, love and example. 
Pray for those facing the holiday season without loved ones 
for the first time.  Ask the Lord to give the comforting effect of 
His presence. 
As Christmas approaches, pray for the gospel outreach of many 
churches, organizations and individuals.  Intercede for the 
salvation of many who are in spiritual need at this season. 
Our Small Groups and “Senior Saints” are gathering over the 
next weeks for meaningful events to celebrate Christ’s birth and 
their friendships.  Ask the Lord to bless those special events. 
Intercede for the next steps in our Succession Planning process.  
Ask the Lord to make our way clear as to what we should decide 
and give a strong sense of unity.  Ask the Lord to enable us in 
whatever path we choose to uphold our values, witness 
(sustaining a gospel presence in our neighborhood), faithfulness 
(being good stewards of the investments of the Evangel family 
over the years) and blessing (passing along the “baton” to a new 
ministry in a healthy and positive way). 
Intercede for positive response to our year-end invitation on 
finishing the year in a strong financial position.  Give thanks for 
the generosity of the Evangel family. 
Praise the Lord for the ministry partnerships that Evangel has 
developed through sharing our facilities with several ministries.  
We have enabled ministry to be extended beyond our own 
congregation and have been strengthened financially. 
Members & Friends: Lil H, Tim & Debbie H, Anna Mae H 
 

 

Where the Bible is thoughtfully presented and lovingly practiced. 

 BIRTHDAY  
The Community Care Board is asking that we encourage our 
shut-ins by sending them birthday cards/greetings.  Marita 
Root has a birthday on December 25.  (See directory or call 
church office for the address) 
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