
 
December 25, 2016 

 
Prelude Alethea Funck 

“Once in Royal David’s City” (arr. by Young) 
“O Jesus so Sweet, O Jesus so Mild” (setting by Held) 

We Gather Together . . .  
See, Amid the Winter’s Snow 

See, amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below, 
See the Lamb of God appears, promised from eternal years. 
Refrain: Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
              Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 
              Sing through all Jerusalem, 
              Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies: 
He who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim. 
(Refrain) 

(by Edward Caswall, 1851) 
 

Advent Candle Ceremony 
Josh and Susan Soldin, Readers 

From Heaven Above . . . The Gift of Life 
(by Carol Geisler ©2016 Creative Communications for the Parish) 

Reader 1: We light the fourth candle for God’s gift of life. Jesus said, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.”  Through faith in His name, we 
have eternal life. 
Reader 2: The Holy Child of Bethlehem brings life and light to a 
world lost in darkness.  Forgive us, Lord, when we do not reflect 
Your life and light in our lives.  Help us to walk with You in 
newness of life. 
Reader 1: Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am 
the door of the sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 
Reader 2: I am the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved 
and will go in and out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. 
Reader 1: I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd lays down 
His life for the sheep.” 
Reader 2: Jesus our Shepherd laid down His life on the cross 
and was raised from death to raise us to new life.  Advent Lord, 
we praise You for the gift of eternal life received through faith in 
Your name. 

People: For His sheep the Shepherd dies; as He rose, we, too, 
will rise.  In each lamb, the Shepherd knows life abundant 
overflows. 

(Four candles are lit as we sing.) 

Joy Has Dawned 
Son of Adam, Son of heav’n, given as a ransom; 
Reconciling God and man, Christ, our mighty champion! 
What a Savior! What a Friend! What a glorious myst’ry! 
Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of hist’ry. 

(by Keith Getty/Stuart Townend ©2005 Thankyou Music  ARR, UBP) 
 

From Heaven Above . . . The Gift of Joy 
(by Carol Geisler ©2016 Creative Communications for the Parish) 

Reader 1: We light the Christ candle, and all of the candles of our 
Advent wreath, because God has given us the best gift of all!  We 
rejoice in the birth of His Son, our Savior Jesus Christ! 
Reader 2: We rejoice in Christ’s birth, yet we often allow this 
busy season to rob us of the joy we have in our Savior.  Forgive 
us, Lord, and restore to us the joy of Your salvation! 
Reader 1: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His 
face to shine upon us, that Your way may be known on earth, Your 
saving power among all nations. 
Reader 2: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples 
praise You!  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You 
judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
Reader 1: Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples 
praise You! 
Reader 2: Even after the season of Christmas ends, may our joy 
in Christ overflow in our lives now and for all eternity.  Heavenly 
Father, we give You thanks and praise for the gift of Your Son! 
People: God’s own Son and Mary’s boy is for us the gift of joy!  
Now from sin and death set free, joy is ours eternally. 

(Christ candle is lit as we sing.) 

Joy Has Dawned 
Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels 
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable. 
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness, 
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vuln’rable and helpless. 

(by Keith Getty/Stuart Townend ©2005 Thankyou Music  ARR, UBP) 
 
To Ask the Lord’s Blessing . . . Nimrod Tica 

Invoking God’s Presence to Bless His People 
 

God’s Word Read Stephanie Bemister 
Matthew 1:18-25 (NKJV) 

(Page 966 in Black NIV Pew Bible & Page 807 in Blue ESV Pew Bible) 
 

Song of Adoration 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold Him – born the King of angels! (continued) 

Refrain: O come, let us adore Him! O come, let us adore Him! 
              O come, let us adore Him – Christ, the Lord! 
True God of true God, Light from Light eternal, 
Lo, He shuns not the virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain) 
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
“Glory to God, all glory in the highest!” (Refrain) 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given: 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! (Refrain) 

(Latin Hymn; ascribed to John Francis Wade; tr. by Frederick Oakeley, alt.) 
 

God’s Word Read Stephanie Bemister 
Luke 2:1-7 (NKJV) 

(Pages 1026-1027 in Black NIV Pew Bible & Page 857 in Blue ESV Pew Bible) 
 

Song of Reflection  
Child in the Manger 

(Tune of “Morning Has Broken”) 
Child in the manger, Infant of Mary; 
Outcast and stranger, Lord of all; 
Child who inherits all our transgressions, 
All our demerits on Him fall. 
Prophets foretold Him Infant of wonder; 
Angels behold Him on His throne; 
Worthy our Savior of all our praises; 
Happy forever are His own. 

(by Mary MacDonald; tr. Lachlan Macbean) 
 

Worship in Giving Alethea Funck – Offertory 
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” (Polish Carol, arr. by Sanborn) 

Ushers today: 
Dave Sanders and Al Smith 

No Children’s Church Today 
 
God’s Word Read Stephanie Bemister 

Luke 2:8-20 (NKJV) 
(Page 1027 in Black NIV Pew Bible & Page 857 in Blue ESV Pew Bible) 

 
Song of Response  

See, Amid the Winter’s Snow 
Say, ye holy shepherds, say – what’s your joyful news today? 
Wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep? 
Refrain: Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
              Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 
              Sing through all Jerusalem, 
              Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
“As we watched at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
Angels singing, ‘Peace on earth,’ told us of the Savior’s birth.” 
(Refrain) (continued) 



Sacred infant, all divine, what a tender love was Thine; 
Thus to come from highest bliss, down to such a world as this! 
(Refrain) 

(by Edward Caswall, 1851) 
Meditation Pastor Dave 

“If He Had Not Come” 

Sing Praises to His Name . . .  
Silent Night! Holy Night! (#253 vs. 2-3) 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar; heavenly hosts sing alleluia. 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light. 
With the angels let us sing alleluia to our King. 
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 

(by Joseph Mohr; translated by John F. Young; stanza 3, anonymous) 

He Forgets Not His Own . . . Nimrod Tica 
“A Christmas Prayer” by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may 
share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds and 
the worship of the wise men.  Close the door of hate, and open the 
door of love all over the world.  Let kindness come with every gift and 
good desires with every greeting.  Deliver us from evil by the blessing 
which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  May 
the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children and the 
Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen! 
Postlude Alethea Funck 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” (French Carol, arr. by Bock) 
(CCLI #575345) 

Prayer for Eternal Life 
“Dear God, I confess that I have sinned many times in word and 
deed.  I humbly confess that I have broken Your law and that my sins 
have separated me from You.  Here and now, I ask Jesus Christ to be 
my Savior.  I believe that Jesus is Your only begotten Son who died 
on the cross for me and rose from the dead.  With all my heart and 
soul, I trust Jesus alone for my salvation.  Please forgive my sins, 
save me and make me a brand-new person.  These things I ask in 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
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Pastoral Team and Staff 
Rev. David Tietjen (seniorpastor@evbapt.org) 

Rev. Lee McCullough, Visitation Pastor (lee.e.mccullough@gmail.com) 
Gloria Neal (secretary@evbapt.org) 

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE WEEK 
DECEMBER 25, 2016-JANUARY 1, 2017 

 
Sun. No L.I.F.@E. TIME  

Wed. No MIDWEEK PRAYER SERVICE  

Thurs. MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST (McDonald’s) 6:45 AM 

Next Sun. WORSHIP SERVICE (New Year’s Day) 9:30 AM 
 No L.I.F.@E. TIME  

LOOKING AHEAD 

January 1 – Hymn Sing 9:30 am 
January 8 – Succession Planning Update 

January 24 – Coffeebreak 9:30 am 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Gloria Neal’s office hours this week will be Wednesday         10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  Announcements are due by 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday. 

 

YEAR-END GIVING 
There is still time to make an extra gift to Evangel this year.  Use 
the Christmas Offering envelope included in today’s bulletin or 
note “Christmas Offering” on your church offering envelope.  
Gifts must be received in the office by Friday of this week or 
postmarked by December 31, if mailed, to count as a 2016 
donation. 

 
BIRTHDAY / ANNIVERSARY LIST 

Pick up your copy of the January birthday/anniversary list in the 
Fireside Room.  Not on the list?  Contact the church office. 

CONNECTIONS FELLOWSHIP TIME 
The January-March sign-up sheet for our Connections 
fellowship time is in the Fireside Room.  More than one 
person/family can supply food.  We need lots of volunteers! 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
The church library bulletin board is available to post Christmas 
cards/greetings to your Evangel family.  The Christmas Board 
is available now through January.  Merry Christmas to all! 

2017 PRAYER GUIDE 
Pick up your copy of the Converge Worldwide 2017 Prayer 
Guide from the table in the Fireside Room today.  This calendar 
format will help us to remember our Converge Worldwide 
missionaries in prayer throughout the year. 

P A U S E   T O   P R A Y 
Lee McCullough has been the longest-serving Visitation 
Pastor that our church has ever had.  His faithful and patient 
ministry to shut-ins and “senior saints” has been a model of 
compassion and faithfulness.  Ask the Lord to continue to bless 
his work of encouragement and connection. 

Give thanks for the faithful work of Stu Johnson and Dan Krc 
in serving our church in technical ministry.  Their steady efforts 
each week in our services advance the cause of inspirational 
worship. 

Rejoice in the news that Bill F has secured employment with a 
firm in Elmhurst in his field.  The new job begins on January 3. 

Remember Doug F as he faces the end of his current 
employment this month.  Ask the Lord to give him wisdom as he 
searches for what the Lord has for his future. 

Praise the Lord that Betty E has accepted an offer to purchase 
the site of her former business, Master Hand Violin Shop.  Ask 
the Lord to allow the details to be completed very soon. 

Pray for those facing the holiday season without loved ones 
for the first time.  Ask the Lord to give the comforting effect of 
His presence. 

This Christmas, pray for the gospel outreach of many 
churches, organizations and individuals.  Intercede for the 
salvation of many who are in spiritual need at this season. 

Our “Negotiations Committee” of the Succession Planning 
Team met this week again with representatives from All Souls 
Church in Wheaton regarding the potential sale of our facility.  
Ask the Lord to provide wisdom in assisting both churches as 
they work toward agreement on an acceptable contract and 
timeline.  Give thanks for those serving our church in this way. 

Intercede for positive response to our year-end invitation on 
finishing the year in a strong financial position.  Give thanks for 
the generosity of the Evangel family. 

Members & Friends: Dan and Angie K, Ceci K, Art and Linnell L 

 
Where the Bible is thoughtfully presented and lovingly practiced. 
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