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IMMIGRANT ASSIMILATION – Offer thanksgiving for the religious freedom 

and opportunity that your ancestors found in America.  Pray that the Lord grants 

grace to all legal immigrants to comply with the laws of the land, to learn English 

and to culturally assimilate.  (Malachi 3:5; Matthew 22:39) 

Pray for the ministry, personal spiritual growth and godly relationships of these 

missionaries.  Ask God to provide all financial, spiritual and prayer resources to 

maximize their impact for Jesus’ sake. 

David & Synnøve Mitchell (TEAM, Special Assignment) 

Paul & Joanie van Gorkom (GoServ Global) 

Gil and Norene Zinke (Training Leaders International) 

Select one of our special-interest missionaries for prayer and intercession.  Pray, 

also, for the person seated next to you on Sunday. 

Pray for Julie L, who is in Intensive Care at CDH.  Intercede for her and for her 

father, Richard, during this challenging and difficult time. 

Continue to pray for Paul and Julie A as they finalize plans for their move away 

from our community next month.  Give thanks for their faithful ministry in 

worship, choir and Coffeebreak over the years.  Ask the Lord to guide them in 

their transition and lead them to a Christ-honoring fellowship in their new location. 

Intercede for Karen B’s mother, Jean, who was hospitalized at Central DuPage 

over the weekend.  Ask the Lord to give wisdom to the medical staff to effectively 

treat the condition that placed her there. 

Pray for Bob and Debbie Long, who have returned to the Philippines to resume 

their role in youth ministry and teaching at Baptist Theological College and Cebu 

Graduate School of Theology.  Give thanks for their role in shaping young leaders 

for tomorrow’s church. 

Intercede for this week’s Open Forum regarding our succession planning process.  

Pray for our discussion, the decision on merger guidelines and our ability to clarify 

the different options before us. 

Our Search Committee will be meeting with Converge MidAmerica staff on 

Thursday evening to restart the Executive Search we requested in February.  

Intercede for Gil Zinke, who chairs this group, and for the other members as well: 

Stephanie Bemister, Debby France, Lee McCullough, Dave Sanders. 

In the planning stages is a series of messages on the life and actions of a famous 

biblical spokesman for God’s honor and God’s standards.  Titled “Days of Elijah,” 

the series is scheduled to begin next month.  Pray for Pastor Dave’s preparation 

and for the impact upon us that these studies will have. 

 

Pray for the biennial meeting of Converge Worldwide and Bethel University, to 

be held June 29-July 1 in Littleton, Colorado.  Intercede for the presentation of a 

fresh vision for mission to be presented by President Scott Ridout, the Board of 

Overseers and other Converge leaders.  Ask the Lord to continue to strengthen 

Bethel University in its mission of preparing leaders for the future. 

 

Members & Friends: Dave and Jennie, Mike and Gail W, Bill and Donna W 

 
MISSION UPDATE 

The following is from Eric and Janet Johnson, Converge Worldwide, Mexico. 

We met on June 7 with Red de Apoyo para Siervos (Support Network for pastors 

and wives) and had such a sweet time together.  We were talking about Mark 1:14-15 and 

the implications of Jesus announcing and bringing the Kingdom of God!  It generated good 

conversations within the group and with God about His purposes and how that should look 

in the lives of His people.  One pastor wrote: “Thank you, Eric and Janet, for your love of 

truth that compels and challenges us to re-evaluate, renew and redirect us in the task of 

making disciples.  May God use us for His glory!”  Thanks for your continued prayers for 

this group of pastors.  We are working with a couple of their churches in developing small 

groups, and there were 70 people from 7 churches at the Evangelism Explosion workshop 

on May 21!!  We are seeing fruit in our church already from this, and so pray that it 

continues to motivate people to share their faith with confidence!! 

June 4-5, our women’s ministry at Iglesia Bautista Gracia de Dios had a wonderful 

retreat!  Our theme was “Knowing God Better to Love Him More!”  It was a precious time 

with 54 women, and several unchurched women joined us.  One made a profession of 

faith, one opened her heart much more widely to God’s truth and love and another (who 

is a doctor) said, “I really need to start thinking seriously about having a relationship with 

God!”  Testimonies of women include those who are wanting Him to work on their 

character, who are sensing His presence in the midst of their sorrow and are making 

commitments to spend time with Him daily!  Pray that the new work God started in each 

life will grow and bear much fruit! 

We are planning to leave on June 9 for Northern Illinois (June 8 e-mail).  Jeff has 

asked Eric to participate in his ordination council on June 10 and to be present for his 

ordination to the ministry on June 12!  We are so grateful for God’s call on his life and the 

opportunity to participate in this step of obedience on his part!  Pray for God to guide him 

and Sarah clearly as they seek to serve Him and bear much Kingdom fruit! 

 
If you have a prayer concern you would like to put on the Prayer Chain, 

please contact Gloria Neal at home or at the church office. 
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