
P A U S E   T O   P R A Y 
DECEMBER 29, 2016 

ANTI-SEMITISM – Reflect and offer thanksgiving for our spiritual heritage 
through the Jewish people, the “root” of our faith: the Bible, the patriarchs and 
prophets, our Messiah/Savior, Jesus of Nazareth.       (Romans 11:18)  Pray for 
the redemption of the Jewish people and for a cessation of anti-Semitism on 
U.S. college campuses and worldwide. 

Pray for the ministry, personal spiritual growth and godly relationships of these 
missionaries.  Ask God to provide all financial, spiritual and prayer resources 
to maximize their impact for Jesus’ sake. 

Dennis & Julie Anderson (GoServ Global) 
Troy & Heather Cady (PlayFull, Chicago) 

Eric & Nicole Curtiss (Communitas Intl., Colorado) 
Ed & Mary Fox (CTEN, Guatemala) 

Select one of our special-interest missionaries for prayer and intercession.  Pray, 
also, for the person seated next to you on Sunday. 

Rejoice in the news that Bill F has secured employment with a firm in Elmhurst 
in his field.  The new job begins on January 3. 

Remember Doug F as he faces the end of his current employment this month.  
Ask the Lord to give him wisdom as he searches for what the Lord has for his 
future. 

Praise the Lord that Larry and Betty E have accepted an offer to purchase the 
site of her former business, Master Hand Violin Shop.  Ask the Lord to allow 
the details to be completed very soon. 

Pray for those facing the holiday season without loved ones for the first time.  
Ask the Lord to give the comforting effect of His presence. 

As our nation prepares to inaugurate a new President this year, pray for a 
movement among all perspectives to seek the nation’s best interests over 
partisan preferences.  Pray that the Lord will give a measure of integrity and 
wisdom to President-elect Trump and his administration. 

Our “Negotiations Committee” of the Succession Planning Team continues to 
meet with representatives from All Souls Church in Wheaton regarding the 
potential sale of our facility.  Ask the Lord to provide wisdom in assisting both 
churches as they work toward agreement on an acceptable contract and 
timeline.  Give thanks for those serving our church in this way. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem and the security of Israel.  Ask the Lord to 
bring a greater sense of cooperation between our country and the Jewish people 
there.  Intercede for the growth of gospel efforts within Israel to lead more to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

We rejoice in the response to our Christmas offering.  The total approaches 
$6,000.  In addition to bequest gifts, rental income and above-average offerings, 

we will finish our fiscal year in a very positive financial condition.  Give thanks 
for the spirit of generosity that the Lord has implanted within our church family. 

Members & Friends: Kenneth L, Dick L, Dick L 

 
MISSION UPDATE 

The following is from Devere and Lee Curtiss, Greater Europe Mission, Colorado. 
Leise rieselt der Schnee – “Quietly sifts the snow” – begins a beloved 

Austrian carol; as I write this letter, so is the snow falling.  After a dry fall, this snow 
is abundantly welcome!  Christmas and snow – the two go together. 

Why this connection between Christmas and snow?  Perhaps it is because 
Christianity, though started in the warm desert of Israel, soon reached Greece and 
the cooler climates in Europe through the efforts of Paul and those who came after.  
Why these early Christians chose to celebrate Christ’s birth at the darkest, bleakest 
time of year (in the northern hemisphere) is debated, but maybe it helped bring 
hope and light to them at a time when they needed it most.  They came to associate 
snow, as it transformed forests into sparkly wonderlands and turned brown fields 
white, with the transforming power of Emmanuel, who came to make all things new.  
Through the centuries, the association of snow with Christmas became indelible.  
Certainly this may explain the nostalgia that many people feel for the white stuff at 
this time of year. 

Lee and I continue in retirement to contribute to Greater Europe 
Mission’s ministry: 
♦ In April, we served on the Discernment Team during one of Greater Europe 

Mission’s Candidate Orientations.  Our task was to get to know the candidates 
and together with the other members of the team, prayerfully decide whether 
the candidates were prepared for service with GEM.  It is an awesome 
responsibility, one we do not take lightly, but we are pleased that the Mission 
trusts our judgment enough to now and then ask us to serve in this way. 

♦ In 2016, nine retired GEM missionaries were able to return to Europe or serve 
U.S.-based ministries for two weeks through GEM Associates.  They are able 
to raise tax-deductible contributions for their expenses, and Devere is 
privileged to facilitate this program, helping and encouraging the participants, 
but also making sure that requirements are met. 

♦ Some time ago, the Director of Greater Europe Mission in Austria asked me 
(Devere) to write a history of our work there.  During 2016, I gathered 
information from many of the people who were involved over the years.  As I 
write these lines, I am beginning to collate, edit and write these data.  Please 
pray that I will write an accurate and helpful account of all that has been done 
through GEM in Austria since 1964. 

If you have a prayer concern you would like to put on the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Gloria Neal at home or at the church office. 

 

FULL NAMES, SENSITIVE MATERIAL and content that represents a potential 
SECURITY RISK on the internet may not appear on the website version – see the full 

bulletin at church, or contact the church office with questions. 
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