
P A U S E   T O   P R A Y 
JANUARY 12, 2017 

SENATE HEARINGS – Pray for all involved in the Senate nomination hearings.  
Pray for wisdom, grace and collegiality and that truth be established and righteous 
leaders be affirmed. 

Pray for the ministry, personal spiritual growth and godly relationships of these 
missionaries.  Ask God to provide all financial, spiritual and prayer resources to 
maximize their impact for Jesus’ sake. 

Eric & Janet Johnson (Converge Worldwide [BGC], Mexico) 
Bob Long (Next Generation Initiative, Philippines) 

John & Elaine Mehn (Converge Worldwide [BGC], Japan) 

Select one of our special-interest missionaries for prayer and intercession.  Pray, also, 
for the person seated next to you on Sunday. 
Pray for Ken L as he recovers from surgery last week.  Ask the Lord to restore him to 
health in a timely manner. 
Continue to pray for Larry and Betty E regarding the sale of their property in 
Wheaton.  The buyer for the former Master Hand Violin Shop has backed out of the 
sale agreement due to building code concerns.  Ask the Lord to bring another 
interested party soon. 
Intercede for Gil Z’s sister Beth as she faces end-of-life issues.  Pray, also, for Beth 
Sanders’ sister-in-law Jeani’s family, who mourn her passing last weekend. 
Beth Hanna requests prayer regarding protection for the website of obierofiel.com 
(faithful worker).  Hacking closed them for a number of days, preventing Beth from 
updating all the resources she desired by year’s end.  Ask the Lord to watch over this 
ministry and guard against future difficulties. 
Pray for the impact of Pastor Dave’s current message series “Putting Jesus in His Place” 
as it encourages a strong affirmation of the deity and sovereignty of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Intercede, also, for the upcoming resumption of the series “Days of Elijah” 
later in January. 
We praise the Lord for this year’s Christmas Offering, which totaled $6,882.  The 
generosity of the Evangel congregation is a matter of thanksgiving and appreciation. 
Ask the Lord to bring a satisfactory response to the offer Evangel has given regarding 
the potential sale of our facility.  We are seeking an amount that reflects the 
stewardship of our congregation over the years and one that is a blessing to the buyer. 
As our nation prepares to inaugurate a new President this year, pray for a movement 
among all perspectives to seek the nation’s best interests over partisan preferences.  
Pray that the Lord will give a measure of integrity and wisdom to President-elect 
Trump and his administration. 
As we begin a series of prayer gatherings during our “L.I.F.@E. Time” hour on      
January 15, ask the Lord to guide us to a deep sense of intercession for our church, 
nation, neighborhoods, families and personal concerns. 

Intercede for important Converge church health and outreach conferences upcoming 
in the early months of 2017, including “Transform” a networking conference for 
church leaders to be held in Garden Grove, California, January 24-27.  Ask the Lord 
to inspire both participants and facilitators during those important days. 

Members & Friends: Greg and Susan M, John and Stephanie M, Jim and Gloria N 
MISSION UPDATE 

The following continues Gil Zinke’s update for Training Leaders International. 
By the time I left the Philippines, I was over my cold. I had to change planes in 

Guangzhou, China.  Being in transit, I should not have had to go through Immigration.  
China doesn’t see it that way!  Guangzhou requires everyone to clear Immigration, claim 
luggage and go through Customs.  My plane was delayed an hour leaving Manila, so in 
Guangzhou, my onward plane already was boarding as I approached the Immigration 
counter.  The lady at Immigration was very nice and expedited my transfer. In Bangkok, 
we were told to stay in our seats; a cleaning crew vacuumed around us. 

We landed in Nairobi an hour late.  I went immediately to the transfer desk to 
get a boarding pass for my next flight.  I was told that flight was full and closed – it didn’t 
matter that I had a confirmed ticket – but I could go to the gate to see if they would let me 
on.  My three teammates were there.  I shook their hands before they boarded the flight 
for Mwanza, Tanzania.  I got a boarding pass to board 24 hours later. 

Two flights got me to Mwanza.  The first flew by Mt. Kilimanjaro, the highest 
peak in Africa.  The second went over Ngorongoro Crater.  I got nice photos of each. 

At Mwanza, I cleared Immigration & Customs, bought Tanzanian shillings and 
put a local SIM card and calling units into my phone.  A Baptist taxi driver drove me four 
hours to the town of Tarime, where I joined my team.  I attended an evening service. 

TLI’s head international trainer, Josh Montague, led our team.  The other two 
members were Donald Thomas and David Van Acker, pastors from Maine and 
Minnesota, respectively.  Don and Dave each had a class teaching Hermeneutics 
(principles of interpretation).  I alternated between their classes, observing them and 
teaching select material.  Josh observed us for one day, then led a seminar for area pastors 
outdoors under a canopy.  We had wonderful times of sharing and ministering. 

We were teaching at East Africa Christian College, a school about two years old.  
There are 12-15 students and about 10 staff.  The small campus is newly built and pleasant, 
though smoke/odors from the dump across the street drift over and bring flies. 

I had a simple room with a desk, a mosquito-netted bed and my own bathroom.  
The shower was above a western-style (sit-able) toilet.  My shower Monday morning was 
my last for the week; because of drought, the government shut off running water at noon 
Monday.  During the rest of the week, it came on once or twice for an hour or two.  We 
dipped buckets of clean water from a large cistern in the center of the small campus for 
flushing the toilet, laundering and bathing.  We drank bottled water.  The power 
sporadically went out every day.  However, temperatures were comfortable, we were well 
fed, clean and surrounded by cheerful people eager to serve and bless. 

If you have a prayer concern you would like to put on the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Gloria Neal at home or at the church office. 

FULL NAMES, SENSITIVE MATERIAL and content that represents a potential SECURITY RISK 
on the internet may not appear on the website version – see the full bulletin at church, or 

contact the church office with questions. 
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