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Message Notes 
“Our Gathering Together” 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 
May 22, 2016 

 

The Terror We Will Avoid 
“A cult of personality, untethered to any ethic except power and unrestrained by any 

law except personal choice, will give rise to chaos, fear and death.  It has happened in 

history.  It will happen according to prophecy.” (Pastor Dave) 

 One Person in History Portrayed – Chairman Mao 

 China’s Cultural Revolution – May 1966 

 Response to Opposition 

 Red Guard Rising 

 “To Rebel Is Justified” 

 “Long Live Red Terror” 

 China’s Casualties 

 Looted Culture 

 Loss of Life 

 One Person in Prophecy Predicted – “Man of Sin” 
“The Bible predicts (a) satanic superman will splash onto the world scene and rule 

the world for the final three-and-a-half years before the return of Christ.  He plays a 

central role in the events of end-times prophecy.  More than 100 passages of 

Scripture describe the origin, nationality, character, career, conquest and doom of 

the final world ruler known as the Antichrist.  Clearly, God wants His people to 

know something about the coming prince of darkness.” (Mark Hitchcock) 

 

The Teaching of Which We Are Aware 

 Why Explain What We Will Not Experience? (The Tribulation) 

 Because Critical Truth Is Communicated 

 About Humanity’s Sin 

 About God’s Sovereignty 

 About Satan’s Strategy 

 Because the Consequences of Sin Are Confirmed 

 Because We Are Taken Into God’s Confidence (Genesis 18) 

 

  

http://www.evbapt.org/
http://www.evbapt.org/docs/evangel_sermon_notes_2016-05-22.pdf
http://www.evbapt.org/media/evangel_sermon_2016-05-22.mp3


 

The Truth We Should Affirm 
“In chapter 2, Paul moved from affirmation to explanation, from comfort in the face of 

persecution to caution in the face of false teaching, from a pastoral word to a prophetic 

word.  Second Thessalonians 2 is one of the great prophetic chapters of Scripture.  No 

other chapter in the entire Bible covers precisely the same points of revelation that are 

given here.” (John Walvoord) 

Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 

together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit 

or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. Let no one 

deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, 

and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 NKJV) 

 Confused Doctrine Troubles 

 Though Presented with Authority 

 That Paul Calmed with Assurance 

 Though “a Day” Is Coming . . . 

 It Will Follow Specific Events 

 Correct Doctrine Comforts 

 Our Anticipation – Terrible Trouble?                                        

(Matthew 24:21, 30; 2 Timothy 3:1-6; 1 Timothy 4:1) 

 Our Answer – Caught Up Before Catastrophe 

 Insecurity Is Church’s Error 

 Imminency Is Church’s Expectation 

 

Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be 

sober. . . . For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . Therefore 

comfort each other and edify one another, 

just as you also are doing. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:6, 9, 11 NKJV) 


