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Message Notes 
“What Are We Waiting For?” 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5 
May 29, 2015 

 

An Instance When Patience Counts 

 The Wait Commenced – September 2006 

 “Behind 73,256 People in Line” 

 The Wait Continues 
“Mark Wagner, who has managed the office since 1977, confirmed again that I have 

no shot of getting tickets without cryogenic help.” (Darren Rovell) 

 

The Issue Our Passage Confronts 

 The Day of the Lord (When God Comes Down): Has It Arrived? 

 With Presence 

 With Persecution 

 

The Insecurity Our Passage Corrects 
Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 

together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit 

or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 
 (2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 NKJV) 

 Remember the Rescue 

 This Reference Is the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13ff) 

 Two Phrases Together 

 “To Him” Is Teaching 

 Recognize the Reason 
“If earlier they had taught the Thessalonians that Christ would come to rapture 

the church before the broad Day of the Lord begins and that church saints, 

therefore, would not enter the judgment phase of the Day of the Lord, the 

circumstances would have been exactly as found in 2 Thessalonians 2.” 
 (Renald Showers) 

 

The Individual Our Passage Confirms 
Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away 

comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts 

himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the 

temple of God, showing himself that he is God. Do you not remember that when I was 

still with you I told you these things? (2 Thessalonians 2:3-5 NKJV) 

“Across the varied scenes depicted by prophecy, there falls the shadow of a figure at 

once commanding and ominous.  Under many different names, like the aliases of a 

criminal, his character and movements are set before us.” (A. W. Pink) 

 The Term Explained 
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 Single Expression – Antichrist 
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the 

last hour. (1 John 2:18 NKJV) 

“The word ‘Antichrist’ has a double significance.  Its primary meaning is one 

who is opposed to Christ; but its secondary meaning is one who is instead of 

Christ. . . . Not only does anti-christ denote the antagonism of Christ, but tells of 

one who is instead of Christ.” (A. W. Pink) 

 Several Expansions 
“The little horn . . . a king insolent and skilled in intrigue . . . one who makes 

desolate . . . the man of sin . . . the beast out of the sea.” 

“In verses 3b and 4, the apostle introduces the chief rebel, the leader of the 

rebellion, by four names or titles, each with the definite article either supplied or 

assumed.  One might render them ‘the Antinomian’ (the man of lawlessness, 

uncompromisingly hostile to the rule of law), ‘the Doomed’ (the man doomed to 

destruction, literally ‘the son of [perdition], a Hebraism meaning that his destiny 

is ruin), ‘the Enemy’ (who will oppose . . . everything that is called God . . ., being 

committed to godlessness) and ‘the Climber’ (who will . . . exalt himself over . . . 

God, in blatant self-aggrandisement).” (John Stott) 

 The Times That Enable Him 

 A Departure from Evangelical Truth 
You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult 

times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be 

boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and 

ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and 

unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel 

and hate what is good. They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up 

with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. They will act religious, but they 

will reject the power that could make them godly. . . . But evil people and 

impostors will flourish. They will deceive others and will themselves be deceived. 
 (2 Timothy 3:1-5a, 13 NLT) 

 A Depression of Economic Treasure 
“A figure so sensational could come only out of sensational times.  A world crisis 

will produce the Antichrist.” (Arthur Bloomfield) 

“This man is yet to be revealed and won’t be until the dark age of apostasy 

engulfs the world.  This man will emerge after the Rapture, probably to calm the 

chaotic waters troubled by the unexplained departure of so many Christians.  He 

will be primed and ready to speak.  He will stand before not only a nation but a 

world and will win their approval.  Like Hitler, he will emerge on a scene of such 

political and economic chaos that the people will see him as a man with vision, 

with pragmatic answers and power to unite the world.” (Charles Swindoll) 

 

The Importance Our Perspective Gives 

 You Will Not Be Stranded 
“Our gathering to Him might be delayed until there is no line at Lambeau.  Then 

again, . . .” (Pastor Dave) 

 You Will Not Stay Behind 
“We need not fear the judgment of that Day.  As followers of Jesus, we are ‘not in 

darkness that the day should overtake us like a thief.’  We await Jesus’ return.  We 

look for the true Christ, not the Antichrist.” (Pastor Dave) 



 

 


