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A Perspective That Excludes: Election to Salvation? 

 Defined By the Preacher Who Popularized Idea 
“Some are preordained to eternal life, others to eternal damnation and, accordingly, 

as each has been created for one or another of those ends, we say that he has been 

predestined to life or death. . . . God arranges all things by His sovereign will in such 

a way that individuals are born, who are doomed from the womb to certain        

death. . . . The decree, I admit, is dreadful; . . . God not only foresaw the fall of the 

first man and in him the ruing his posterity, but also at His own pleasure arranged 

it.” (John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion; iii, xxi sec. 5; xxiii sec. 6 and 7) 

 Defended By Proponents Who Embraced Idea 
“The very word predestination has an ominous ring.  The word conjures up visions 

of a diabolical deity who plays capricious games with our lives.” 
 (R. C. Sproul, Chosen By God, p. 9-10) 

“We believe that from all eternity, God has intended to leave some of Adam’s 

posterity in their sins . . .” (Loraine Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination p. 104) 

“By the decree of God for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels are 

predestined to everlasting life and others foreordained to everlasting death.” 
 (Westminster Confession of Faith) 

“Every coin has a flip side . . . The other side of the coin (of election) is reprobation.” 
 (R. C. Sproul, Essential Truths of the Christian Faith p. 165) 

“Paul teaches us that the ruin of the wicked is not only foreseen, but ordained by 

His counsel and will.” (John Calvin, N. T. Commentary Romans 9:18) 

“If some people are not elected into salvation, then it would seem that God is not 

that loving toward them.” (R. C. Sproul, Chosen By God p. 32) 

“If Calvinists are right about divine sovereignty, there seems to be little room for 

human freedom.  If freedom goes, so does human moral responsibility for sin.  

Worst of all, if Calvinists are right, it appears that God decides that there will be sin 

and evil in our world, maybe even brings it about that there is such evil, and yet, 

according to Calvinists, is not morally responsible for any of it.  We are.  If this is 

Calvinism’s God, Calvinism seems not only intellectually, but also religiously 

bankrupt.  Who would worship this God?” 
 (John Feinberg, The Grace of God, the Bondage of the Will p. 459) 

 Discourages the People Who Need to Be Reached 

 Ordained to Death: A Tale of Sovereignty 
“I know you can save all trapped in the burning building, but I have no interest 

in saving them all . . .” 
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 Offered Life: A Tale of Salvation 
“Make every effort to reach every person with a life preserver, and bring them 

back to safety.” 

No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will 

raise him up at the last day. . . . And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that 

no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.” 
 (John 6:44, 65 NKJV) 

“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” 
 (John 12:32 NKJV) 

 

A Promise That Encourages: Elect to Service? 
But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 

because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the 

Spirit and belief in the truth, to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of 

the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 NKJV) 

“If God chose to condition salvation on faith in Christ, . . . it is no less God who decides 

how He would go about His work of saving the lost and under what, if any, conditions 

He would do so.” (George Bryson, The Dark Side of Calvinism p. 90) 

 An Expected Goal Intended 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him 

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 

Him in love, (Ephesians 1:3-4 NKJV) 

 An Excellent Position Inherited 
having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He 

made us accepted in the Beloved. . . . that in the dispensation of the fullness of the 

times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 

and which are on earth—in Him. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 

being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according 

to the counsel of His will. (Ephesians 1:5-6, 10-11 NKJV) 

 An Elect People 
“God’s election might be seen as His eternal voluntary association with and cognition 

of those who would be given eternal life by His grace through their faith for the 

purpose of their effective service to Him and love for Him and for His final loving 

fellowship with them for all eternity to come. . . . Election applies and refers to only 

those who believe for everlasting life.  It is not a qualification or condition for 

receiving everlasting life.  It is a designation of those who believe in Messiah as to 

their special value to God for all eternity within His sovereign plan.” 
 (Anthony Badger Confronting Calvinism p. 334) 

 

 

 

 

 


