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Message Notes 
“In God Is Our Trust” 

Psalm 33:12 
July 3, 2016 

 

These Facts We Learn About the Declaration of Independence 

 There Is Something Written on the Back 

 There Was a Copy Sold at a Flea Market 

 There Was a Deletion Thomas Jefferson Disliked 

 There Are Five References to God 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 

Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. – That to secure these rights, 

Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent 

of the governed.  We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, 

in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for 

the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People 

of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and 

of Right ought to be Free and Independent States.” 
 (Declaration of Independence – July 4, 1776) 

 

This Faith Led to Declaration and Independence 
“Let us not forget the religious character of our origin.  Our fathers were brought 

hither by their high veneration for the Christian religion.  They journeyed by its light 

and labored in its hope. . . . our ancestors established their system of government on 

morality and religious sentiment. . . . Whatever makes men good Christians, makes 

them good citizens.” (Daniel Webster, Plymouth Rock, 1820) 

 The Gospel Entered Our Nation Early 

 The First Wave – A Foundation Dug (1607-1730) 

 The Second Wave – A Future Determined (1740-1770) 

 The Gospel Affected Our Nation Profoundly 

 Change Was Evident 
“During the mid-eighteenth Century, British colonial America experienced a 

dramatic and sweeping set of religious revivals collectively known as the Great 

Awakening. . . . By no means did all colonists become evangelicals, but the latter 

were sufficiently numerous and interconnected to influence the entire culture 

and society.” (Alan Taylor) 

 Churches Were Established: “Take the Baptists . . .” 

 Isaac Backus, Shubal Stearns, Daniel Marshall 

 Colleges Were Founded 
“Between 1746 and 1769, twice as many colleges were founded in the colonies as 

in the previous hundred years; between 1769 and 1789 twice as many again as in 

the preceding twenty years.” (Alan Taylor) 
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 The Gospel Affected Our Nation Politically 

 By Encouraging Independence 
“In the mid-eighteenth century, republicanism meant a distrust of centralized 

political power, a commitment to checks and balances in government, a fear of 

political enslavement and belief in an interlocking relationship among liberty, 

law and natural rights.  Republican theory also drew a close connection between 

the morals of a people and the safety of its government – virtue in the public 

made it more likely that government would flourish, vice more likely that it 

would become tyrannical.” (Mark Noll) 

“Although Americans entered the revolt against Britain in several ways, their 

religion proved important in all of them, important even to the lukewarm and 

indifferent.  It did because, more than anything else in America, religion shaped 

culture.” (Robert Middlekauff) 

 By Establishing Inspiration 
“It was a spiritual wind that drove the Americans irresistibly ahead from the 

beginning.  What was behind their compulsion to improve man’s lot was an all-

pervading sense of duty, the submission to a God-given imperative, to a God-

given code of personal behavior, the willing acceptance of all the necessary 

sacrifices, including death in battle.” (Luigi Barzini) 

“I believe no one can read the history of our country without realizing that the 

Good Book and the spirit of the Savior have from the beginning been our 

guiding geniuses. . . . I believe the entire Bill of Rights came into being because of 

the knowledge our forefathers had of the Bible and their belief in it: freedom of 

belief, of expression, of assembly, of petition, the dignity of the individual, the 

sanctity of the home, equal justice under law and the reservation of powers to 

the people. . . .” (Earl Warren) 

 By Emphasizing Importance 
“When one generation no longer esteems its own heritage and fails to pass the 

torch to its children, it is saying in essence that the foundational principles and 

experiences that make the society what it is are no longer valid.” 
 (Stephen Mansfield) 

 

“God, who gave us life, gave us liberty.  Can the liberties of a 

nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that 

these liberties are the gift of God?” 
 (Jefferson Memorial) 

 

The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; He 

makes the plans of the peoples of no effect. The counsel of the 

LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people He 

has chosen as His own inheritance. 
 (Psalm 33:10-12 NKJV) 

 


