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Message Notes 
“Run to Daylight” 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

July 10, 2016 

 

Achieving a Goal 

 Verify These Features 

 The Pursuit 

 The Preparation 

 The Prize 

 View the Film: Selections from “Chariots of Fire” 

 Vary the Focus 
Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be 

glorified, just as it is with you. (2 Thessalonians 3:1 NKJV) 

 

Advancing the Cause 

 A Fruitful Path Requested: 

 A Memorable Picture – “Run, Not Retreat” 

 The Meaning in Paul’s World 

 The Motive in Our World 
“Looking to finish the task of the Great Commission, mission experts have 

identified over 6,600 unreached people groups (UPG) in the world.  UPGs are 

defined as any group less than 2% Christian.  Practically, they need outside 

help to complete the evangelization among their people.  There also are 

unengaged unreached people groups (UUPG) with over 1,200 groups that 

have no known Christians and no missionaries working with them.  Our 

mission focus must be on these peoples.” (John Mehn) 

 A Meaningful Purpose – “Receive, Not Reject” 
“The way it (the gospel) will be ‘glorified’ among the people is by their accepting 

the message as the good news from God it really is . . .” (Gordon Fee) 

But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy; and 

contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by Paul. Then 

Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of God 

should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves 

unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has 

commanded us: ‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be for 

salvation to the ends of the earth.’” Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were 

glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to 

eternal life believed. (Acts 13:45-48 NKJV) 
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“God is at work starting and strengthening churches worldwide.  He has given 

us a unified 10-year vision to ‘open the front door’ by starting new churches, 

launching multisite campuses and affiliating independent congregations into our 

movement.  We also will ‘close the back door’ by improving the assessment, 

coaching and training of our pastors and missionaries.  We will ‘tear down the 

walls’ through addressing spiritual, cultural and racial barriers to unity and 

godly diversity.  And we’ll ‘build the house’ by developing greater coordination, 

collaboration and resources needed to support our mission.” 
 (Scott Ridout, President, Converge Worldwide) 

 

Acknowledging the Challenge 
And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have 

faith. (2 Thessalonians 3:2 NKJV) 

 By Being Prepared 
“Mission is concerned with the reception as well as the proclamation of the message. 

. . . There is in mission an interplay between four groups.  The intercessors pray.  

The missionaries preach.  Some hearers honour the word by believing it.  Others 

refuse the message and oppose those who bring it.” (John Stott) 

 By Boldly Praying 

 For New Personnel and Open Doors 

 For Courage and Success 

 For Safety and Salvation 

 

Affirming Our Confidence 
But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one. And we 

have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that you do and will do the things we 

command you. (2 Thessalonians 3:3-4 NKJV) 

 In the Lord’s Character (1 Samuel 3:19; Jeremiah 1:12; Isaiah 55:11) 

 For the Church’s Courage 
“Behind the evil men opposing the gospel stands the evil one.  Behind the bearers of 

the Lord’s message stands the faithful Lord. . . . It is He who spoke the word in the 

first place and who speaks it still, who confirms its truth in human hearts and who 

causes it to take root and bear fruit.  He also stands faithfully by His covenant 

people, promising that He will never leave or forsake them.” (John Stott) 

 In Reaching Out: A Pattern Described 

 In Reaching Deep: A Perspective Desired 
Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience 

of Christ. (2 Thessalonians 3:5) 

“May the Lord teach and enable you to love as God loves and be as patient as 

Christ is patient.” (J. Hampton Keathley) 

 

  



 

Applying This Charge 

 One Definite Issue: Possible Merger 

 Our Feasibility Team Guidelines 

 On Preaching 

 On a Pastor 

 On Partnerships 

 One Determining Instance – July 20 Meeting 

 Our Desired Impact 
 

“We are seeking the Lord’s direction as to what step would 

enable us to seek the word of the Lord run swiftly and honored so 

that we will have confidence and do the things we are 

commanded.” 
 (Pastor Dave) 


