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Message Notes 
“I’d Rather Be . . .” 
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July 17, 2016 

 

A Strategy Proposed: Curing Poverty or Continuing a Problem 

 A Universal Basic Income 

 Design: Monthly Benefit to All 

 Difficulty 
“When it behooved mainstream culture to assert traditional mainstream values 

with conviction, the Haves refused to assert to the poor . . . the most fundamental 

of those values: the worth of the respectable working life, however humble.” 
 (Myron Magnet) 

 Our Unstated Basic Values 

 Our Society’s Responsibilities: Educating, Caring, Defending, 

Providing 

 Our Shift in Reality: Dependence Over Self-Reliance 
“Those who work to provide for themselves and their families know they are 

playing a critical and worthwhile role, which imbues the work with meaning no 

matter how unfulfilling the particular task may be.  As the term ‘breadwinner’ 

suggests, the abstractions of a market economy do not obscure the way essentials 

are earned.” (Oren Cass) 

 Our Uncertain View of Work 

 Denigrated Famously “I’d Rather Be . . .” 

 Disrespected Frequently 

 By a Philosopher 

 By a Banker 
“I think it’s a bad use of a human to spend 20 years driving a truck across 

the country.” (Alan Wenger) 

 By a Preacher 
What profit has a man from all his labor in which he toils under the sun? 
 (Ecclesiastes 1:3 NKJV) 

Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done and on the labor in 

which I had toiled; and indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. 

There was no profit under the sun. . . . For what has man for all his labor, 

and for the striving of his heart with which he has toiled under the sun? 
 (Ecclesiastes 2:11, 22 NKJV) 
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A Sin Pointed Out: Call to Compassion 
But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 

withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition 

which he received from us. . . . For even when we were with you, we commanded you 

this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. For we hear that there are some who 

walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 
 (2 Thessalonians 3:6, 10-11 NKJV) 

 A Principle Implied – 
Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul 

should enjoy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God. 
 (Ecclesiastes 2:24 NKJV) 

As for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, and given him power to 

eat of it, to receive his heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the gift of God. 
 (Ecclesiastes 5:19 NKJV) 

 The Problem Explored – 

 An Error Called Out – 

 Walking (“Peripateo” – Living One’s Life) 
“The problem was not inactivity, but the wrong kind of activity.” 

 An Example Held Up 
For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly 

among you; nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of charge, but worked with labor 

and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, not because 

we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should 

follow us. (2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 NKJV) 

 An Expectation Put Forth 
Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ 

that they work in quietness and eat their own bread. But as for you, brethren, do 

not grow weary in doing good. And if anyone does not obey our word in this 

epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be 

ashamed. (2 Thessalonians 3:12-14 NKJV) 

 A Word of Compassion – “Do Good” 

 A Word of Correction – “Eat Your Own Bread” 

 A Word of Conviction – “Witness Through Work” 
“Congregations have an obligation to care for members in need, and 

individuals who are able to work have an obligation to do so in order to avoid 

becoming a burden on others.  This second point is for Paul no minor 

matter.” (Michael Holmes) 

“In the Bible and in the first centuries of Christian tradition, meeting one’s 

needs and the needs of one’s community (especially its underprivileged 

members) was clearly the most important purpose of work.” (Miroslav Volf) 

 

  



 

A Solution Practiced: The White Castle Model 

 One Obstacle Considered – Labor Cost Rise 

 Their Opportunities Celebrated 

 Susan Milazzo’s Reward 

 Jahangir Kabir’s Rise 

 An Option Commended 
“We know that Millennials aren’t thinking they’ll stay at White Castle for 30 years.  

We view it as the start of the path. . . . The skills you gain, you can take to the next 

role: learning how to apply for and get a job, learning how to show up, learning a 

work ethic, making a paycheck and having fun. . . . Out-of-work kids who don’t 

have an opportunity to work get in trouble.  We want to offer kids jobs, offer kids 

work.  There’s dignity in that.” (Jamie Richardson, VP at White Castle) 

“A nation in which people sitting beside the ladder live more comfortably but are 

less likely to climb it may be one with a lower government-reported poverty rate, 

but it is not more effectively combating poverty.” (Oren Cass) 

 

“The apostle would encourage that every barrier 

– cultural, economic, political and spiritual – 

that discourages work be lowered. 

For the youngest, poorest, least-skilled 

– in other words, those most in need of a start – 

the biblical view of work is very beneficial.” 
 (Pastor Dave) 

 

 


