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Message Notes 
“Thankful for Thessalonians” 

1 & 2 Thessalonians 
July 24, 2016 

 

Connecting With Our Life: Introducing Message Topics 

 Popular Items 

 Films: “Woman in Gold,” “Snow White,” “Chariots of Fire” 

 Famous People: Mao, “Ike,” “The Gipper” 

 Practical Illustrations 

 Marriage Controversy 

 Credit Card Rewards 

 Charleston Shooting 

 Doomsday “Preppers” 

 Personal Insights 

 Poems and Pop Quiz 

 Packers’ Ticket List 

 Pet Leash 

 Profound Issues 

 We Live in Separate Times 
Cars and Cable; Smartphones and Satellites; Microscopes, Telescopes, Gene 

Splicing, GPS 

 We Need Similar Truths 
“We live in fundamentally the same age as those Christians living in 

Thessalonica, because we still face fundamental issues in life – sin, redemption, 

holiness, idolatry, hope, death.” (James Grant) 

 

Considering Their Life: 1st Century Thessalonica 

 The Existing Culture 

 Major City 

 Many Religions 

 The Entrance of Christianity 

 The Personal Witness (1 Thessalonians 2:8-9, 11) 

 The Pastoral Writing 

 A Conversation We Enter 

 These Considerations We Embrace 
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The Calling of New Life 

 Being Christian Is Hard 

 The Difficulty 
That no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that 

we are appointed to this. (1 Thessalonians 3:3 NKJV) 

And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all 

have faith. (2 Thessalonians 3:2 NKJV) 

 The Design: Consider . . . 

 The Purpose 
For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:9 NKJV) 

 The Proof 
So that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your 

patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure. 
 (2 Thessalonians 1:4 NKJV) 

 The Perspective 
And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even 

Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:10 NKJV) 

5Which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may 

be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; . . . 7and 

to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed 

from heaven with His mighty angels. (2 Thessalonians 1:5, 7 NKJV) 

 The Power 
23Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your 

whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 
 (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 NKJV) 

 The Punishment 
Since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who 

trouble you. (2 Thessalonians 1:6 NKJV) 

 Being a Christian Is Hopeful 

 The Content Is Focused on Christ’s Return 

 The Call Is to Faithful Anticipation 
“The Parousia will be a day of joyous reunion.  It will be a glorious day of 

participation in the glory of Christ.  The day of the Lord promises that evil will 

receive its just punishment.  The reminder that judgment inevitably comes to all 

serves as a reminder that believers must do all they can for themselves and for 

others to be prepared for that day.” (D. Michael Martin) 

  



 

 Being a Christian Is to Be Honored 
1To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. . . . 
4knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. (1 Thessalonians 1:1, 4 NKJV) 

That you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 
 (1 Thessalonians 2:12 NKJV) 
13But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the 

Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through 

sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14to which He called you by our 

gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 NKJV) 

 We Are Special to Him 

 We Are Secured By Him 

 We Are Set Apart for Him 

 

The Conclusion of Our Study 
“The Epistles are like finely cut gems.  They reflect the depths of theological thought, 

especially in the area of future things; they mirror the pattern of teaching, which the 

apostle used with new Gentile converts; from every part shine forth the character and 

conduct of Paul’s missionary heart; they sparkle with the brilliance of the captivating 

power of the gospel of the grace of Christ.” (Charles Ryrie) 

 


