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Message Notes 
“Days of Elijah” 
1 Kings 16:31-33 

July 31, 2016 

 

Our Series – Titled from a Song of God’s Spokesmen 
“These are the days of Elijah, declaring the word of the Lord.” (Marines at Camp Pendleton) 

 

Our Series – Teaching About One Spokesman 

 The Spiritual Harm He Addressed: Syncretism! 
“Though we had often heard how people in various parts of the world mix 

Christianity with pagan religions, we were shocked to see witch doctors performing 

idolatrous incantations in the main sanctuary of one of these churches. . . . Seeing 

this firsthand also helped us to understand more clearly how the children of Israel 

blended their old idolatrous habits with the worship of the one true God.  This is 

called syncretism, and it is still prevalent in many parts of the world.” (Gene Getz) 

 The Stories We Acknowledge: Spectacular! 

 The Concern: Distant Culture 
“In ways that are almost subliminal, the Old Testament seems to communicate 

to modern Christian readers, ‘This was not written for you.  It was for a 

different world.  This will be hard to read and hard to understand.’” 
 (Raymond Dillard) 

 The Context: Distinct Confrontations 

 The Connection: Designed Compatibility 
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours. (James 5:17a NKJV) 

“It is as we identify with the characters in the Bible that we can fully 

appropriate the truths that they would teach us.  If we place them on pedestals 

and put halos on them, we will not learn from them.” (William Petersen) 

 This Saint We Approach 

 The Calling He Followed 

 Samuel’s Era (1 Samuel 3:1) 

 Significant Emphasis (Malachi 4:5-6; Luke 1:17; Mark 15:34-35) 

 The Crisis He Faced 

 A Collapsing National Relationship 

 A People Set Apart 

 A People Split Apart (1 Kings 12:1-19) 
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 A Compromised National Religion 
And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in 

the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the 

daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and 

worshiped him. Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which 

he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more to 

provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who 

were before him. (1 Kings 16:31-33 NKJV) 

 From “Nature’s God” to nature god 

 From Accommodation to Apostasy 

 From a Spouse to a Stumbling Block 
“. . . he took as wife Jezebel (“Baal is prince”), daughter of Ethbaal (“with 

him is Baal”) . . .” 

“. . . the great message of Elijah’s ministry is simply this: God’s cause, no 

matter how bleak the outlook, will never fail, and those who remain 

faithful to him will finally be vindicated.  We all tend to think our own 

age is more challenging than any other, but no one has ever lived in 

bleaker times than Elijah.” (Roger Ellsworth) 

 The Commitments We Should Consider 

 Revere All Scripture 

 Old Testament Starts God’s Story 

 The Old Testament Shows God’s Son 
“But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that 

the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. . . . Yes, and all the prophets, 

from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also 

foretold these days.” (Acts 3:18, 24 NKJV) 

 Recognize Your Distinction 
“Christians must constantly guard against the temptation to minimize the 

difference between themselves and the world.  The glory of Christianity is in that 

difference!” (Roger Ellsworth) 

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other.” (Matthew 6:24a NKJV) 

 

 


