
Following is the outline from a message by Pastor Dave Tietjen at Evangel Baptist Church, Wheaton IL 
www.evbapt.org,, continuing the series on Elijah begun last week.  

Also available are the pdf file of the PowerPoint® version of the notes, as well as an audio podcast 

 

Message Notes 
“Be Aware!” 
1 Kings 16:34 
August 7, 2016 

 

We See Abandonment of a Godly Heritage 

 Influenced By National Leadership 

 Sorrowful Descriptions of Regents (1 Kings 15-16) 
And Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the kingdom may return to the house of 

David: If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at 

Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn back to their lord, Rehoboam 

king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king of Judah.” 

Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, 

“It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, 

which brought you up from the land of Egypt!” . . . Now this thing became a sin, 

for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 
 (1 Kings 12:26-28, 30 NKJV) 

 Serious Decline of True Religion 
“Religious, moral and social rot were consuming Israel like gangrene in an 

injured limb.  The entire body and life of God’s own chosen nation were 

decaying and dying under the influence of inner moral corruption.” (Phillip Keller) 

 Shared Destiny for Us? 

 Forgetting God’s Principles in Historical Experience 

 Forsaking God’s Person in Public Expression 

 Involving a National Landmark 
Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of 

Israel who were before him. In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its 

foundation with Abiram his firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its 

gates, according to the word of the LORD, which He had spoken through Joshua the 

son of Nun. (1 Kings 16:33b-34 NKJV) 

 A Surprising Inclusion 

 This Strategic City 

 This Storied City 

 A Significant Incident 

 A Cinematic Presentation of the Story: “The Bible” (Video) 
“This shows the love and ‘epicness’ of God.  The power is not in us . . . God 

gives power through people.” (Mark Burnett) 

“If we obey the Lord, anything is possible.” (Joshua) 

 The Crucial Purpose of the Story: Preserving Truths Forever 
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We Should Seek the Affirmation of Godly Allegiance 

 By Being Aware of God’s Path 

 Which Was Clearly Marked 
“The message of those walls is powerfully clear – those who attempt to live on 

the basis of their own merits will be destroyed, while those who live by faith in 

the grace of God will be blessed.  These are the same two principles that have 

been in conflict ever since sin entered this world.” (Robert Ellsworth) 

 Which Was Permanently Marked 
Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, “Cursed be the man before the 

LORD who rises up and builds this city Jericho; he shall lay its foundation with 

his firstborn, and with his youngest he shall set up its gates.” (Joshua 6:26 NKJV) 

 Unchanged By Passing Time 

 Unmoved By Proud Tyrants 

 Who Cannot Adjust God’s Pronouncements . . . 

 Or Avoid God’s Punishment 
“Above Jericho’s ruins, God’s finger had written: ‘Received only through 

the power of faith as a gift of grace.’  But above the restored walls of this 

city, the hand of God wrote: ‘Cursed be anyone who refuses to live by 

grace through faith alone.’” (M. B. Van’t Veer) 

 By Being Anchored to God’s Purposes 

 Adhering to Them in Daily Life 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 
 (Hebrews 11:30 NKJV) 

So Samuel said: “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 

to heed than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22 NKJV) 

 Accepting Them for Eternal Life 
Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is 

kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 
 (Psalm 2:12 NKJV) 

But they burned the city and all that was in it with fire. . . . And Joshua spared 

Rahab the harlot, her father’s household, and all that she had. So she dwells in 

Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out 

Jericho. (Joshua 6:24a, 25 NKJV) 

 

 

Be Aware! 
 


