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God’s Power Inspires Our Praise 

 A Familiar Term in Society 

 “It’s a Miracle” 

 A Frequent Truth in Scripture 

 Comforting to Saints 

 Confusing to Skeptics 

 A Focused Term: Its Meaning . . . 

 Defined 
“A miracle is divine intervention into, or interruption of, the regular course of 

the world that produces a purposeful, but unusual, event that would not have 

occurred otherwise.” (Norm Geisler) 

 Determined – Does God Exist? 

 Philosophy 
“It is essential to the theistic doctrine of miracles that nature be uniform 

(predictable) in her daily routine.  If nature were utterly spontaneous 

(unpredictable), miracles would be as impossible to detect as it would be to 

establish a natural law.” (Bernard Ramm) 

 Presuppositions 
“A miracle is startling; but it is simple.  It is simple, because it is a miracle.  

It is power coming directly from God instead of indirectly through nature or 

human wills.” (G. K. Chesterton) 

“Miracles are unusual events caused by God.  The laws of nature are 

generalizations about ordinary events caused by Him.” (J. N. Hawthorne) 

 Perspectives 

 A “Higher” Law? 

 An Act of Creation? 

 Deliberate – “Power, Sign, Wonder” 

 Miracles Can Confirm 

 Miracle Can Direct 
“Miracles are God’s way of testifying to the truth of His word; miracles 

accredit God’s messengers. (Hebrews 1:1; 2:4) . . . Miracles are also 

redemptive.  They redeem and restore; they overcome the results of sin in 

our world and anticipate the re-creation of a universe that will be free from 

sin and its effects.” (Raymond Dillard) 
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“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “When the plowman shall 

overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows seed; the 

mountains shall drip with sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. I will 

bring back the captives of My people Israel; they shall build the waste cities 

and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; they 

shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them. I will plant them in their 

land, and no longer shall they be pulled up from the land I have given them,” 

says the LORD your God. (Amos 9:13-15 NKJV) 

 Decisive 

 Confounding His People’s Sin 

 Inviting His People’s Return 

 

God’s Purpose Invites Our Trust 

 The Path Taken 
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which 

belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to provide 

for you.” (1 Kings 17:8-9 NKJV) 

 Surprisingly 

 Patiently 

 The Purposes Taught 
So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, indeed 

a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Please bring me 

a little water in a cup, that I may drink.” And as she was going to get it, he called to 

her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” So she said, “As the 

LORD your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a 

little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and 

prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” (1 Kings 17:10-12 NKJV) 

 Amidst Wretched Poverty . . . 

 The Prophet Probes 
“When God works, He always works at both ends of the line.” (A. W. Pink) 

 The Prophet Promises 
And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make 

me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some 

for yourself and your son. For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of 

flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the 

LORD sends rain on the earth.’” (1 Kings 17:13-14 NKJV) 

 A Wonderful Provision 
The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the 

word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah. (1 Kings 17:16 NKJV) 

A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in His holy habitation. 
 (Psalm 68:5 NKJV) 



 

 After Seeing God’s Response . . . 

 Progress of Faith 

 Placed in the “Furnace” 
“But whatever the source of its name, Zarephath would prove to be a 

‘crucible’ for Elijah – a place designed by God to further refine the prophet 

and make a major difference in the remainder of his life.” (Chuck Swindoll) 

 He Rested in God’s Refinement 

 God Knew Elijah’s Place 

 God Knew Elijah’s Posting 

 God Knew Elijah’s Preparation 

 

“God knows where we are.  He knows where we are going. 

He has prepared our steps.  He is omnipotent.  He can be trusted.  

He should be followed.” 
(Pastor Dave) 


