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Message Notes 
“Here I Stand” 
Romans 1:16-17 
October 30, 2016 

 

Acknowledging This Day Is Wise 

 Realizing the Circumstances 

 Interest Raised 
“We love Reformation Day.  We get to eat candy, sing hymns and talk about 

Martin Luther.” (Dr. Jeff Robinson’s daughter) 

 Indictment Rendered 
“Arise, O Lord, and judge Thy cause.  A wild boar has invaded Thy vineyard.  

(His beliefs are) heretical or scandalous or false or offensive to pious ears or 

seductive of simple minds or repugnant to Catholic truth.” (Exsurge Domine) 

 Indignation Resulted 
“They have burned my books; I burn theirs.” (Martin Luther, Wittenborg, 1520) 

 Recognizing the Significance 

 The Era – 1517-1648 

 The Examination 
“How is a person saved?  Where does religious authority lie?  What is the 

church?  What is the essence of Christian living?” (Ernst Troeltsch) 

 

An Appreciation for This Day Is Warranted 

 For Remembering God’s Faithfulness to His Church 

 Through Godly Contributors 
“We are not the first to preach the gospel and certainly not the first to follow 

Christ.  We stand on the shoulders of godly men and women.” (Jeff Robinson) 

 At a Profound Crossroad 
“The Reformation marked a major turning point in the doctrinal development 

of the church.  For the preceding one thousand years, the authority of the church 

had developed continuously until the tradition of the Roman Catholic church 

and the authority of the papacy determined what the people were to believe.  

The Reformation changed all that. . . . Having access to the New Testament, the 

Reformers and Christian humanists discovered a discrepancy between the 

church in the New Testament and the practices of the church of Rome.” 
 (Paul Enns) 

 In a Personal Connection (Martin Luther) 

 From Crisis – A Storm Around 

 Fear: Self-Doubt 
“St. Anne save me!  And I will become a monk.” 
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 Focus: Self-Effort 
“I kept the rule so strictly that I may say if ever a man got to heaven by 

his sheer monkery, it was I.” (Martin Luther) 

 To Conviction – A Storm Within 
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 

written, “The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:17 NKJV) 

 Do I Acquire Salvation? 

 Do I Accept Salvation? 

 For Remembering Reformation Is Ongoing 

 This Important Phrase (Jodocus van Lodenstein, 1674) 
“ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda secundum verbi Dei (the church is 

reformed and always [in need of] being reformed according to the Word of 

God)”  

 These Invaluable Principles 

 Formed By the Spirit 

 Faithful to the Scripture 
“Semper reformanda is not about constant fluctuations, but about firm 

foundations.  It is about radical adherence to the Holy Scriptures, no matter 

the cost to ourselves, our traditions or our own fallible sense of cultural 

relevance. . . . The only Reformation worth promoting and praying for is the 

one that gets us deeper into our Bibles, not farther away.  Stand your 

ground, hold fast, guard the good deposit.  And be open to change whenever 

we drift from the truth or fail to grow up in it as we should.” (Kevin DeYoung) 

 For Remembering that Defending the Faith Is Dangerous 

 Luther’s Confrontation – Diet of Worms, 1521 
“My conscience is captive to the Word of God.  I will not recant anything, for to 

go against conscience is neither honest or safe.  Here I stand.  I cannot do 

otherwise.”  

 Luther’s Consequences 

 Reform of God’s Movement (Church) 

 In Governance 

 In Giving in Marriage (“Pigtails on the Pillow”) 

 Return to God’s Message (Scripture) 
“Men like Luther brought a return to the authority of the Scripture.  The 

Bible alone was the final authority on what was to be believed and practiced.  

With the emphasis on biblical authority and study of the Scriptures came a 

new awareness of the doctrine of justification by faith, as well as other 

historic Christian doctrines . . .” (Paul Enns) 

 Recognize God’s Method (Ordinary People) –                                

cf. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29; 10:31 



 

 

 For Remembering the Gospel Is Great and Greatly to Be Praised 
“Luther took four basic Catholic concerns and offered invigorating new answers.  

To the question how is a person saved, Luther replied: not by works but by faith 

alone.  To the question where does religious authority lie, he answered: not in the 

visible institution called the Roman church, but in the Word of God found in the 

Bible.  To the question – what is the church? – he responded: the whole community 

of Christian believers, since all are priests before God.  And to the question – what is 

the essence of Christian living? – he replied: serving God in any useful calling, 

whether ordained or lay.” (Bruce Shelley) 

“The Reformation boils down to a recovery of salvation by grace alone, through 

faith alone, in Christ alone.  We are justified by faith in the substitutionary death of 

Christ; that’s the gospel. . . . Remove it, and you leave the body of Christ without a 

beating heart. . . . I want my children to know that without the gospel, they cannot 

make sense of life in a fallen world. . . . Calvin said justification is the hinge on 

which the door of salvation swings.  I want them to keep a close watch on that 

door.” (Jeff Robinson) 

 


