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Message Notes 
“No One Answered” 

1 Kings 18:20-21 (NKJV) 
November 13, 2016 

 

Some Fascinating Meetings Have Interest for Entertainment 

 The President and the Pop Singer 

 A Request 
“Sir, I can and will be of any service that I can to help the country out.  I can 

and will do more good if I can be made a Federal Agent at Large, and I will help 

out by doing it my way through my communications with people of all ages. . . . I 

would love to meet you just to say hello if you’re not busy.” 
 (Letter to Richard Nixon, December 1970) 

 The Result 
“A photo of the meeting is most requested item from National Archives.” 
 (Blogball, January 2009) 

 The Reporter and the Reverend 
“So I did what cowardice and false pride suggested was the best thing – walked 

deliberately to him, took off my hat, and said: ‘Dr. Livingstone, I presume?’  ‘Yes,’ 

said he, with a kind simile, lifting his cap slightly.” (Henry Morton Stanley) 

 

This Fascinating Meeting Had Impact for Eternity 
And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the 

third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” 

Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, “Is that you, O 

troubler of Israel?” (1 Kings 18:1, 17) 

 Ahab Was Anticipating a Reprieve 

 Elijah Was Advocating Repentance 
And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, 

in that you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and have followed the 

Baals. Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel. 
 (1 Kings 18:18-19a) 

 The Confrontation: Came from God? 

 The Call: Come to Carmel 

 Rain First Here 

 Religion Focus Here 

 The Challenge: Commit to Your Covenant God 
And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you falter between 

two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the 

people answered him not a word. (1 Kings 18:21) 

“On this sun-drenched mount, through his special servant, God was appealing to 

this awkward, hard-hearted people to repent and turn to him.  But their 

response to the flaming challenge of the fiery prophet was utter silence.” 
 (Phillip Keller) 
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 The Details Explained 
Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for 

themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; 

and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under 

it. Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the 

LORD; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.” So all the people 

answered and said, “It is well spoken.” (1 Kings 18:23-24) 

 The Devotion Exhibited 
So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, and called 

on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” 

But there was no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar 

which they had made. (1 Kings 18:26) 

“Not a single cumulus thunderhead developed in which lightning would be 

generated to go flashing and crashing down to Mount Carmel.  Instead, only 

a swarm of sinister flies, drawn by the blood, flesh and offal of the sacrifice 

hovered over the carcass. . . . overhead, hungry vultures and scavenging 

ravens wheeled in great circles on dark wings. . . . in spite of the frenzy and 

fury of the false prophets, not a single syllable came from their gods.” 
 (Phillip Keller) 

 The Decision Expressed 
And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Cry aloud, for he 

is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or 

perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.” . . . And when midday was 

past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. 

But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention. 
 (1 Kings 18:27, 29) 

 Elijah Affirmed a Cause 

 True Faith: Built for Life 

 We Face Questions: Why, From Where, To What? 

 We Face Options 

 True Faith: Built to Last 

 Beyond Popularity 
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 

leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is 

the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who 

find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14) 

 Beyond Passion 

 By Proof 
“The contest on Mount Carmel clearly teaches that the true religion is the 

one in which there are objective demonstrations of the presence of God.  The 

key word is ‘objective.’  It means something real and observable; something 

that can be seen and touched.” (Robert Ellsworth) 

 God’s Story: He Is Seen 

 God’s Son: He Is Savior 

 

Trust and obey Jesus, and you can stop searching for truth 

and start rejoicing that you have found it. 


