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Message Notes 

“If He Had Not Come” 
Galatians 4:4 (NKJV) 

Christmas Day 2016 
 

Jesus’ Arrival Fulfilled Was Hope 
But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law. (Galatians 4:4) 
♦ Fully Prepared: “As Ripened Fruit” 
♦ Faithfully Predicted – “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

♦ First Adam, then Abraham 
♦ From Jacob to David 

♦ Finally Presented – “The Advent Story” 
 
If Jesus’ Arrival Was Fiction Put Forward . . . 

♦ The Details of His Life Would Be Imagined, Not Actual 
♦ The Designation of History Would Be Revised, Not Retained 

♦ His Existence Divided Time: B.C./A.D. 
♦ His Existence Diminished in Time 

♦ Ignored By Scholars: B.C.E./C.E. 
♦ Illustrated By Soviet Calendar in 1930s 

♦ The Darkness Upon Civilization Would Be Evident 
♦ In Artistic Emptiness 
♦ In Academic Absence 
♦ In Health Care Reduction 
♦ In Religious Influence 
♦ In Compassion Efforts 
♦ In Cultural Enrichment 
♦ In Spiritual Restoration 

“If Christ had not come, the promises of God would be unfulfilled . . . the world 
would still be in darkness . . . there would be no bridge across the gulf of sin . . . 
we would not know that God is love . . . there would be no gospel to believe . . . 
there would be no Christmas and no Easter . . . there would be no hope beyond 
the grave.  If Christ had not come, we would still be lost, for there would be no 
Savior for sin.  If Christ had not come, there would be no Good News to preach 
to the nations.” (Ray Pritchard) 
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But Jesus’ Arrival Was Faith’s Foundation 

 
“I AM COME!”  My word, what a difference! 

He has come . . . 
   to Mary’s encircling arms 
      to the shepherd’s wondering gaze 
         to Jerusalem’s pools and pathways 
            to Galilee’s hills and shores 
               to the classy rich and the cashless poor 
                  to the arrogant, the ignorant, the errant 
                     to the resolute, the dissolute, the prostitute. 
 
There has never been a coming like it.  (Yes, there will be another, but 
even it will not be like this one.) 

 
More than an effort, it was an effect. 

More than attempt, it was an act. 
More than a desire, it was a deed. 

To reveal, to suffer, to die, to live again. 
To enlighten our darkness, 

to liberate us from our chains, 
to save us from ourselves, 

to bring us to God and to mankind and to heaven. 
 

 (Paul S. Rees) 
 


