“First Watch” Touch Points for Evangel’s Prayer Vigil team
For the week of June 30, 2013
Share with others on the Prayer Vigil throughout the week, during our Connections time on Sundays, or using our FaceBook group “First Watch
Prayer Vigil.” www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=63044309096 .

This series—aimed to support our “Stepping Out in Faith—for the Sake of the Gospel” initiative—is based on The One Year Book
of Praying Through the Bible by Cheri Fuller (Tyndale House, 2003). We will focus on specific topics that relate to faith, witness
and outreach. “The driving force behind this proposal is to increase our evangelistic witness and the impact on our
neighborhood and community.” (From the overview document, available at www.evbapt.org/docs/steppingOut.pdf )

Laying Hold of His Word
When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. O God, I praise your word. I trust in God, so why should I be
afraid?
Psalm 56:3-4
Prayer for the Week
Lord, when I am afraid, I trust in you, and I praise
you for the sustaining power of your Word. Help
me to lay hold of your words to me, for they
alone bring me life, health, and peace. Let my
trust in you continue to grow deep and wide so
that I can fulfill the plans you have for me in
order for your kingdom to increase. Thank you
for the gift of your Word, which comforts,
inspires, and guides my path each day.
Notable Quote
The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet,
it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of
me.
Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Reflection
The scene in this psalm is very familiar: the psalmist has
been attacked, slandered, and maligned by his enemies. He
even feared death and had every human reason to be afraid.
But as he reminded himself of the Lord’s care and concern,
as he mediated on God’s power and majesty, and as he
trusted and praised God’s Word, his fear began to flee.
When circumstances cause us to be afraid, the only way we
can avoid being overwhelmed by fear and genuinely trust in
almighty God is by experiencing and declaring who he says
he is in his Word. It is there that we learn of him and come
to know him. As he speaks, his very words and presence
bring peace, calmness, rest, and stillness in our inmost being.
Therefore, as the psalmist said, we trust in God, so why
should we be afraid? As children of God, we learn to live by
his precious, powerful Word so that we can walk before him
in the light of life. We can trust him and not give way to fear.

PRAYER PROMPTS
 Thank God for his Word. Is it as alive to you as it was to Martin Luther?
 Pray that Christ will protect and empower his church in America as our culture continues to drift further and
further from its trust in God and the many precepts of his Word that were foundational to our freedoms. Pray for
revival...starting with Christ-honoring churches (including Evangel), and spreading to churches that have lost their
biblical roots, and then to the wider culture.
 Continue to pray for our “Stepping Out in Faith” initiative: for the identification of a church planter, for unity and
commitment as we seek to bring success to this evangelistic effort by growing ourselves. Take seriously Bill France’s
challenge to pray that God will lead 25 adults and 50 children to Evangel by year’s end. It has already started. Pray
that more individuals will visit Evangel and decide to return after their initial visit. Be ready to extend an invitation
yourself as we seek the Lord’s blessing to be seed-sowing kingdom builders!
 Prayerfully reflect on the lessons from Sunday’s worship service, the music, Scripture, and Dr. Andrew Schmutzer’s
message* and ways the Lord can help you apply them this week.
 Pray for the ministry of Vacation Bible School, directed this year by Bridgette Ecklund. Pray as organizational efforts
proceed. Pray for the children who will come and for their families as well; first that there will be kingdom impact,
secondly that some would be attracted to Evangel (as part of the 25/50 challenge).
*A podcast of the sermon will be posted on the website by Monday
Touch Points is e-mailed every Friday and normally posted on the website (www.evbapt.org) by Saturday.
Printed copies are available in the lobby on Sunday.

