“First Watch” Touch Points for Evangel’s Prayer Vigil team
For the week of August 4, 2013
Share with others on the Prayer Vigil throughout the week, during our Connections time on Sundays, or using our FaceBook group “First Watch
Prayer Vigil.” www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=63044309096 .

This series—aimed to support our “Stepping Out in Faith—for the Sake of the Gospel” initiative—is based on The One Year Book
of Praying Through the Bible by Cheri Fuller (Tyndale House, 2003). We will focus on specific topics that relate to faith, witness
and outreach. “The driving force behind this proposal is to increase our evangelistic witness and the impact on our
neighborhood and community.” (From the overview document, available at www.evbapt.org/docs/steppingOut.pdf )

Letters from God
An unreliable messenger stumbles into trouble, but a reliable messenger brings healing.
Proverbs 13:17
Prayer for the Week
Lord, thank you for allowing me to be your
ambassador. Let my message be honest and true.
Help me to encourage others and to go out of my way
to speak a kind word. Forgive me for times when I
have spoken without thinking. Let me live in such a
way that my words and actions represent you so that
any message may be one of love and hope.
Notable Quote
A credible message needs a credible messenger
because charisma without character is
catastrophe.
Peter Kuzmic

Reflection
A U.S. ambassador resides in a foreign country and yet
lives on U.S.-owned property. Though the laws of that
land may differ from ours, the ambassador is still
responsible to uphold the laws and rules of his own
government. His words and actions can never be wholly
his for he does not act in his own capacity. When he
speaks, he is a messenger for his government. When he
acts, his deeds reflect on the country he represents. We
are Christ’s ambassadors and therefore his messengers.
Too often we think that the message we preach reflects
our faith. However, on a much deeper level it is the
message of our everyday words and actions that are
influential. We are the letter from God that people
read. We become unreliable messengers when we
speak crudely, gossip about a neighbor, or act
dishonestly.
Our words and actions reflect God, who lives inside us,
to people who may never open a Bible or enter a
church. Never forget that you are an ambassador for
Christ and a messenger of hope. Ask his Spirit to
empower you to deliver the Good News with your life
and words.

PRAYER PROMPTS
 Each day this week, include the prayer above in your own prayer time. As a “letter from God,” what do people read
about him in your life? Ask forgiveness for areas that fall short, give praise when you see evidence of being an
effective messenger.
 Continue to pray for our “Stepping Out in Faith” initiative: for the identification of a church planter, for unity and
commitment as we seek to bring success to this evangelistic effort by growing ourselves. Take seriously Bill France’s
challenge to pray that God will lead 25 adults and 50 children to Evangel by year’s end—a seemingly impossible task.
It has already started. Pray that more individuals will visit Evangel and decide to return after their initial visit. Be
ready to extend an invitation yourself as we seek the Lord’s blessing to be seed-sowing kingdom builders!
 Prayerfully reflect on the lessons from Sunday’s worship service, the music, Scripture, and Pastor Dave’s message on
“The Church: Beginning and Becoming” as he continues with the seventh part of his summer series, this week
turning from Acts to the book of Revelation (1:1-9). *
*A podcast of the sermon will be posted on the website by Monday, along with pdf’s of the sermon outline and PowerPoint notes
Touch Points is e-mailed every Friday and normally posted on the website (www.evbapt.org) by Saturday.
Printed copies are available in the lobby on Sunday.

