Touch Points for Evangel’s Prayer Vigil team
For the week of January 12, 2014

This series is aimed to support our “Stepping Out in Faith—for the Sake of the Gospel” initiative. It is based on The One Year
Book of Praying Through the Bible by Cheri Fuller (Tyndale House, 2003). We will focus on specific topics that relate to faith,
witness, prayer and outreach. “The driving force behind this proposal is to increase our evangelistic witness and the impact on
our neighborhood and community.” (From the overview document, available at www.evbapt.org/docs/steppingOut.pdf )

Keep Asking

[Jesus said,] “Keep asking, and you will be given what you ask for. Keep on looking, and you will find. Keep on
knocking, and the door will be opened. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds.”
Matthew 7:7-8
Prayer for the Week
Lord, thank you for your promise that those who
ask receive and that when we seek, we will find.
Grant me the grace to persevere, to keep on
asking, seeking, and knocking until the answer
comes. Thank you for the power and grace of
your Spirit, who gives me the strength to
persevere in prayer even when I am at my
weakest moment and ready to give up.
Notable Quote
It is not enough to begin to pray, nor to pray
aright; nor is it enough to continue for a time
to pray; but we must patiently, believingly,
continue in prayer until we obtain an
answer.
George Müller (1805-1898)

Reflection
God is seeking people who will give themselves to earnest,
persevering prayer. In these verses Jesus instructs us not to
pray just once or twice for what we desire but to repeatedly
come to him in the same way the persistent widow in Luke
18 did—to ask and keep on asking, to look and keep on
looking, to knock and keep on knocking—and we will
receive, find, and experience the opening of doors. If we
could simply kneel down, ask for what we want, instantly get
what we prayed for, and then run back to our own pursuits,
our spiritual life and interaction with God would be
superficial and minimal, and we would experience little
growth. It is in the places where we have to persevere in
prayer that we learn persistence in prayer, receive the most
blessing, see our faith growing stronger, and most glorify
God. It is when we persist in prayer that God prepares a
person or works behind the scenes in the problem we are
praying about.
Is there something about which you sense that God wants
you to persevere in prayer until the answer comes? Write it
down, and seek him today and every day until it’s done.

PRAYER PROMPTS
• What needs in 2014 can you commit to persistent prayer; going as long as it takes until God answers? If you have not
done so, it is a good time to develop a prayer journal or other method of tracking your requests, insights God
provides along the way, and how the prayer is finally answered. Find opportunities to share your experience with
others and offer praise to God for his direction in your life.
• Prayerfully reflect on the lessons from Sunday’s worship service, the music, Scripture, and Pastor Dave’s message*,
“You Need a Lamb?” (John 1:29,36) as he continues this study of John begun during Advent. Pray for opportunities
to apply these lessons throughout the week, especially among those with whom the Lord could use you to nudge
them one step closer to faith in Christ.
• Continue to pray for our “Stepping Out in Faith” initiative: for the identification of a church planter, for unity and
commitment as we seek to bring success to this evangelistic effort by growing ourselves. Pray for Mark Albrecht of
Converge Mid-America as he seeks the Lord’s direction to find the best person for the Wheaton area—and for the
contact Pastor Dave had with one potential planter in the area. In the meantime, renew your dedication to meet Bill
France’s challenge to pray that God will lead 25 adults and 50 children to Evangel—a seemingly impossible task! But
not impossible for God! Pray persistently that God will bring a great harvest in 2014!
*A podcast of the sermon, plus pdf documents of the sermon outline and PowerPoint notes are posted on the website, normally by Monday.
Touch Points is e-mailed every Friday and normally posted on the website (www.evbapt.org) by Saturday.
Printed copies are available in the lobby on Sunday.

