“First Watch” Touch Points for Evangel’s Prayer Vigil team

For the week of April 9, 2017

Pilgrimage (Psalm 84:1-2)
As Evangel faces change in 2017, we recognize how important prayer has been—and will continue to be—as we participate
in the unfolding of God’s plan. Our Touch Points reflections come from “The One Year Book of Praying Through the Bible”
by Cheri Fuller (Tyndale, 2003)..

READ: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty. I long, yes, I faint with longing to enter the
courts of the Lord. With my whole being, body and soul, I will shout joyfully to the living God.
Psalm 84:1-2
REFLECT: Because we can worship God anyplace and anytime, we might fail to understand the
psalmist’s longing. In Old Testament times a person made a pilgrimage to worship God. It was a yearly
event and often involved a lengthy journey. That is why the psalmist sang of a dwelling place where he
could be in the presence of the Lord. It’s why he expressed a desire to be even a lowly gatekeeper in
God’s house (v. 10) so that he could worship God every single day! We have available to us what the
psalmist could only hope for. When Christ hung on the cross, the heavy veil separating the Holy of
Holies from the rest of the temple ripped from top to bottom. This symbolic act shouted to the world
that believers were no longer required to stand at a distance. We can walk into God’s presence and
commune with him by name. Today many religions continue to require a pilgrimage to worship their
gods. Christ made a way for you by making a pilgrimage of his own—the long, lonely walk to the
cross—so that you could praise him wherever you are.
PRAY: Jesus, I am thankful that I can worship you right where I am. Lord, I pray for those who do not
have intimacy with the living God. You have already made the pilgrimage for them. Open their eyes to
see that they can find you right here, right now.
QUOTE: True peace is found by man in the depths of his own heart, the dwelling place of God.
Johann Tauler
ADDITIONAL PRAYER PROMPTS
•

Use the Pause to Pray as a guide to focus on other concerns through the week. Copies can be found in the lobby
and in the Archive section on the website (evbapt.org/archive).

•

Reflect on this week’s worship service—the music, Scripture, Pastor Dave’s Palm Sunday message* “Is He the
One?” (Matthew 21:1-6)—that all will help as you go through this week; for your own walk with Christ, and that
you may be a blessing and witness to people you have contact with during the week.

•

Continue to pray for opportunities to invite people to our services and to become engaged in spiritual discovery
with the people of Evangel in other ways as well. Ask the Lord to open doors of conversation, connection and
compassion with others to enable that engagement this week.

•

Continue to prayer for the succession planning process as we move through the transition of our property from
Evangel to Vineyard Church of DuPage in the coming months, with the formal transfer likely to occur on or about
August 1. The Negotiating Team is pursuing the legal details; the Planning Group met this past Thursday to
review the many tasks that lie ahead. Pray for wisdom, energy, and attention to detail as there is much to do!
Pray also that, through it all and despite much sadness, in the end there will be a sense of joy in successfully
“ending well” and “passing the baton” to Vineyard.

* a podcast and other materials from the service will be posted on the website by Monday.
Touch Points is e-mailed every Friday, posted on the website (evbapt.org), with printed copies available in the lobby.
To be included in the weekly e-mail, use the Contact Us form on the website and request “add me to the Prayer Vigil list.”

